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Greetings
Hurstbourne
Baptist Church!
Jeremy Pellum

This past month has been a complete
whirlwind of activity! I am working as hard as
ever, but I am also completely convinced that God has called me and my
family to Hurstbourne Baptist Church. Already, we love you. And already,
we thank God for the privilege of serving Jesus with you. Here are several
things I specifically love about our church:

• I love Sunday mornings at Hurstbourne Baptist Church.
• I love praying with the Pastors every Sunday morning.
• I love visiting the Sunday school classes down by the Fellowship Hall.
• I love seeing men and women and boys and girls of all ages gather
together in the sanctuary for worship.
• I love the worship team.
• I love preaching, and I thank God for your willingness to receive God’s
Word each week!
• I even love hearing the announcements and going to committee
meetings! I am astonished at how many folks serve in 10,000 invisible ways
at our church. What a powerful testimony!
• I love how welcoming Hurstbourne Baptist Church is. Scripture tells us,
“Welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God” (Romans 15:7). Mary and I are thankful for the way that Hurstbourne
has welcomed us into the family. We have had several new members join
our church family this month, and I pray that they have felt equally
welcomed and loved too!
• I love Wednesday nights at Hurstbourne Baptist Church. We have a
church family that eats together, prays together, plays together, sings
together, and encourages one another in God’s Word. This too is a rare and
wonderful gift! I even love hearing our worship team practice on
Wednesday nights. They may be practicing their vocals, but they are still
worshiping God and encouraging one another as they practice!
• I love that non-members feel welcome to play basketball on Wednesday
nights. I love hearing Pastor Chase share the Gospel at Open Gym. Even
my children already love Wednesday nights at Hurstbourne Baptist Church!
Already, the Lord has put a unique love in my heart for you. Paul wrote to
the Philippian church: “For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with
the affection of Jesus Christ” (1:8). I feel the same way about our church
family.
Sadly, lots of people in Louisville do not know the joy of Christ. Lots of
people in Louisville live with “no hope and without God in the
world” (Eph. 2:12). We must continue to share the incredible hope and joy
that we have in Christ with our friends and neighbors. Invite them to come!
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What’s Wrong
with Building
a Tower?
And they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city
Jeff Smith
and a tower with its top in the sky. Let us make a
name for ourselves; otherwise, we will be scattered
throughout the earth.”
Then the Lord came down to look over the city and the tower that the
humans were building. The Lord said, “If they have begun to do this as
one people all having the same language, then nothing they plan to do
will be impossible for them. Come, let’s go down there and confuse their
language so that they will not understand one another’s speech.”
So from there the Lord scattered them throughout the earth, and they
stopped building the city. (Genesis 11:4-8 CSB)
If your Sunday School class uses Gospel Project material, then you
probably heard this Bible story last Sunday - a short tale of a tall tower in
a city that was abandoned and left to rot. It might even have been the first
“ghost town.”
Imagine nearby settlers or traveling families passing that way years later.
I imagine children looked at the empty buildings and unfinished tower
and asked about it:
"Where are all the people, Dad?"
"We left."
"You were there! Why did you leave?"
"We couldn't finish building the tower."
"Why?"
"God mixed up our speech. We couldn't understand each other. So we had
to leave."
"Why did God do that?"
That's the big question. There seems to be nothing wrong with building a
tower. Why did God stop them? And if we decide we'd like to do
something significant or admirable, how will we know if God will
approve?
There were at least two reasons why God didn't approve of that tower.
First, he had specifically commanded humans after the Great Flood to
multiply and spread throughout the earth (Gen 9:1,9:7), and they were
disobeying that command. Second, the humans were building the tower
because they wanted to make a name for themselves. That's a more subtle
and serious issue. It shows that the people were not concerned about
pleasing God or delighting in him. Instead, they were looking to please
themselves and delight in their own accomplishments apart from God.
As followers of Jesus, when we are trying to build something significant
in our life (a relationship, a career, a family, a reputation, etc.) it's important for us to ask why we are building it. If our answer is only "I'm
building this because I think I'll enjoy it," we'd better examine our own
heart and compare it with the word of God. But if our answer is "I'm
building this because it honors God, and I can fully enjoy it with him,"
then our heart is probably in the right place.
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